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That Wyalkatchem is an
inclusive, dynamic community

where all share in a thriving
economy and a sustainable,

safe and valued environment
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Council's Vision

Our Purpose

The Council of Wyalkatchem
works with the community to

protect and enhance the
quality of life for current and

future generations.

Welcome to Wylie and
Citizen of the year Awards

Event
Thank you to all that attended our special

evening 
10 March 2023 @ The Community  Club and

congratulations to our winners - 
 

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP/ COMMUNITY EVENT
AWARD - 

JAMES GAUNT & THE WYALKATCHEM
RODEO

SENIOR COMMUNITY CITIZEN OF THE
YEAR - 

SHIRLEY MAITLAND

COMMUNITY CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
AWARD - 

JAY HAMMOND
 



James Gaunt was awarded with the Wyalkatchem Community Event of the Year (2022)

award. Unfortunately, James was unable to attend and his award was collected by

Alanna King.

James was the inspiration behind Wyalkatchem hosting the 2022 Rodeo & Music

Festival.

Not only did James provide leadership, he demonstrated a willingness to get involved at

all levels and was one of the first to put his hand up when 

volunteer help was required.

The rodeo bought the community together, 

provided an opportunity for voluntary effort, 

created opportunity for local business and an 

opportunity to positively promote Wyalkatchem.

With James guidance the rodeo is positioned to become 

an annual event. S ENIOR COMMUNITY CITIZEN OFTHE YEAR - 
SHIRLEY MAITLAND

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP/ COMMUNITY EVENT AWARD - 
JAMES GAUNT & THE WYALKATCHEM RODEO

The Wyalkatchem Community Citizen of the Year –
Senior was awarded to Shirley Maitland.

Shirley has spent her life volunteering and helping
others, gathering people together, guiding and
encouraging, working selflessly for the betterment
within the community.

Recently Shirley has coordinated a group of local
gardeners to re-establish the Pioneer Park gardens
and foster pride in where we live.

Shirley was the first woman elected to the
Wyalkatchem Shire, a trailblazer for women
councilor's who have followed in her footsteps.

Shirley and her family are community focused and
played in and supported most sporting & social clubs
in the district.  Shirley was a regular office bearer for
many of these groups and continues to be an avid
volunteer  for local groups including the Hospital
Auxiliary, Cottage Craft, Community Mart and Saint
Saviour’s Church.



COMMUNITY CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD - 
JAY HAMMOND

Catering - Yvette's cakes &
Grazing tables

The Wyalkatchem Community Citizen of
the Year (2022) was awarded to Jay

Hammond.
 

Jay enrolled as a volunteer Ambulance
Officer in 2014 and within a few months

was voted as chairperson of the
Wyalkatchem Subcentre. A position he has

now held for seven years.
 

He has actively overseen funding
applications and the installation of

defibrillators at Yorkrakine, Minnivale,
Wyalkatchem, and Koorda and the

purchase of two Corpuls machines valued
at over $30,000.00 each. 

 
Jay manages supplies for the sub centre
and ambulances and has overseen sub

centre upgrades at both Wyalkatchem and
Koorda. 

  
He is a Volunteer Development Officer
(VDO) which enables him to train our
volunteers.  As a volunteer ambulance

officer, he reliably volunteers his time at
events, such as the Fair, Rodeo, Koorda

Football, Dowerin Field Days and the Avon
Descent. 

Music provided by 
Sophie Jane - Merriden born 

Wheatbelt singer



Honorary Freeman
During the Community Awards

celebrations, a very special presentation
was made to David Holdsworth in

recognition of his sustained
commitment and leadership within our

community.  For this he was awarded
with an Honorary Freeman of the Shire.

 
David is only the fifth person to be

awarded an Honorary Freeman of the
Shire with previous recipients being;

 
1. Frank Begley (1982), 
2. Lloyd Davies (1991), 

3. Lawrence Elsegood (1998) and 
4. Mavis Bookham (2005)

 
The award was presented by The Hon.
Mia Davies MLA who generously gave
her time to prepare and deliver the
following speech which, sums up

perfectly the reasons why David is such
a worthy recipient of this honorary

award;
Following is Mia’s speech;

 
I feel so privileged to have been invited to participate in this event – and especially for
someone that I hold in such high regard. 
Tonight, we bestow our community’s most prestigious acknowledgement of public
service.

It is not an honour given lightly, rather, it is only offered in exceptional circumstances. 
Nominees must have lived in, worked or serviced the Shire of Wyalkatchem for a
significant number of years (40 or more).

They must have identifiable and long standing connections with the community in the
Shire of Wyalkatchem and have made an outstanding significant and meritorious
contribution to the Shire and community across a range of endeavors. 

 They must have outstanding personal leadership qualities and personal integrity. 
 The work they do must have had benefit to the Shire, the State or the Nation.

They will have been recognised for their work and their exceptional service will be a
matter of public record. 



David was born in Wyalkatchem in 1956 and has lived here almost all his life, with the
exception of two years working and living in Perth in the early 1970’s. 
He has made his home, life and built his career and businesses here. 
His family farmed, with a connection to the land stretching back to the 30’s. He has
maintained this connection and has a small farm – a portion of the original farm his
parents owned when he was born. 

He purchased the land to maintain that connection, preserve family history and provide
his own family – three children and two grandchildren – with a link to their heritage.  

A man of great integrity, David is someone that will support and champion the things
he believes will improve the community, create opportunity for others to thrive, thinking
long-term about the future of the town and the people that call it home. 
Community Service
David joined the Wyalkatchem Fire Brigade as a 16-year-old, and is still a reserve
member to this day, some 50 years later. 
The same year he started work as a bank teller at the Wyalkatchem Branch of the
National Australia Bank, working in shearing sheds in the district, contract fencing and
at the Wylie Drive-In.
He has served as an active member of the Wyalkatchem Business Community,
including as the Vice-Chair and Chair. 

In 1976, David became a member and later President of The WA Bulk Fertiliser Services
Association, and was inaugural President of the Australian Fertiliser Service Association
WA Branch. He has held different roles within the organisation, and is currently the
President. 

And then the trucks!

In 1977, Don Eaton and David started D&D Transport – with David delivering fuel to
farms. 

David eventually bought the business and continuing under the name of D&D
Transport has built the company into one of the largest family owned businesses in
the State, and a significant local employer. 

I spend many hours on the road, and it would be unusual not to see one of the
bright yellow trucks on your travels. 

It is a testament to him and his family and team that they have maintained the
office and yard in Wylie, and added services to the business over the years to serve
the needs of the town, district and state.

It is a visible and tangible commitment to the town every day one of those trucks
leaves the yard – with Wyalkatchem painted on the side – a mark of his deep
commitment to investing locally.



Committed to looking after our seniors and pioneers, he is a also member of the Senior
Citizens Homes Trust, was a member of the TrachMach Committee and the driving
force behind a group that become the Wyalkatchem Development Group. 

This group was formed after an incident at the airstrip in 1997 resulted in an RFDS
aircraft became bogged in the middle of the night. It was clear an all-weather strip was
needed, and David took on the Chairman role. 

The community was given the opportunity to assist with the construction of the airstrip,
money was raised and in-kind support offered by farmers and individuals to cart gravel
and assist with earthworks. 

David personally contributed many volunteer hours towards the project, as well as
providing trucks and machinery, and regularly led working groups of volunteers and
coordinating logistics – resulting in completion of the project ahead of schedule. 
It is testament to his character that when asked about this project he will defer to the
hours work by others to get the project completed. 

It was a happy day when the ribbon was cut by Minister for Transport Hon Murray
Criddle in October 2000. 
The airstrip provides a critical link for the RFDS and our community during times of
emergency – it is a significant piece of infrastructure and David was instrumental in
creating this important legacy project. 

We owe David and the team that delivered this significant project a debt of gratitude –
it is projects like this that are literally the different between life and death for our family
and friends. 

In 2002 David was recognised as the Community Citizen of the Year – and 20 years later
he continues to show the same commitment and dedication to Wyalkatchem that
earned him this award. 

He has served as a Councillor on Shire for 8 years, including as Deputy President – and
was an asset to the community bringing his business smarts and community
connections to represent residents, advocate to Government and support initiatives to
help Wyalkatchem thrive. 

Local Government is the most challenging tier of Government – highly regulated, closest
to the people you are making decisions on behalf of, with minimal resources. 
Anyone that puts their hand up to serve in this capacity should be thanked for their
contribution and service.

In addition to his entrepreneurial pursuits, David was a member of the Wyalkatchem-
Koorda District Hospital Board between 1981 and 1995, President of the Infant Health
Care Committee, a member of the Tidy Towns Committee and tireless worker – donating
machinery for improvements within the townsite, a member and currently President of
the Agricultural Museum.

He has, over the years, been known to attend machinery and clearing sales to purchase
for the Agricultural Museum – and generously donate them to assist in the preservation
of our unique agricultural heritage here in the Wheatbelt. 



He has endeared himself to the community by the way he has devoted himself to
community organisations.

By his enthusiasm and sincerity, he has attained the respect and admiration of his
peers and colleagues. 

David – you embody everything that makes me proud to be a Wyalkatchem and
Wheatbelt girl born and bred. 

A role model, a friend, a mentor, a successful businessman, dedicated to family and
community – you deserve this acknowledgement of your exceptional service. 

Thank you. 

The Hon. Mia Davies MLA

David is a generous, kind, respectful and humble. 

He has quietly mentored and supported other business owners and individuals,
assisting anyone that needs a helping hand or the benefit of his experience – and lives
and breathes the mantra ‘shop local’ supporting others that are investing and creating
jobs and opportunity in town. 

He is genuinely proud to be a product of Wyalkatchem and a wonderful ambassador
for the community as he moves about the State through the vast networks he has
developed throughout his career. 

Tonight is about recognising a lifetime of commitment to our community.

David is a worthy recipient – someone that gives willingly and selflessly – without
expectation of reward or acknowledgement. 

Thank you to all of those that made tonight
possible, especially:

The Hon. Mia Davies and her pilot for flying in for
the Occasion

 

Shire President Cr Davies for hosting
 

Our award winners - without whom there would
not be an event, and to the community for

turning up and showing their support.
 

The Community Club and staff
 

Our wonderful caterers
 

Sophie for supporting us last minute with music
 

Shire Staff involved in set up.
 

Well done Wyalkatchem.
 
 
 



Burning Permits are available from the Shire -
Please ensure that you adhere to any special conditions noted on the Permit.

DON'T MISS OUT - RSVP NOW



The second Wyalkatchem Rodeo will be held on Saturday the 26th August 2023.

This follows the hugely successful event last August that attracted over 1,500

people.

The shire is pleased to support this event alongside the promoter Double Barrell

Entertainment.

Nominations are now open for members of the Wyalkatchem community to

participate in the organising committee.

This committee plays a crucial role in planning for the event and in delivering our

ambition to make the Wyalkatchem rodeo the states best ran rodeo.

 

If you would like to be apart of this committee please call  Senior Constable Alana

King on 9692 1800 to register your nomination, The next meeting for the

organisation committee is on Wednesday the 22nd of March at 5:30 at the

Community Club.

Wyalkatchem Rodeo



If you have any queries, issues or require more information on any Shire
of Wyalkatchem matters, please feel free to contact the Shire Staff:

Phone: (08) 9681 1166                                            Fax: (08) 9681 1003
Email: general@wyalkatchem.wa.gov.au
Address: 27 Flint Street, Wyalkatchem           Postal: PO Box 224, Wyalkatchem

Shire President
Cr Quentin Davies
0408 346 519
cr.davies@wyalkatchem.wa.gov.au

Shire Deputy President
Cr Owen Garner
0429 825 069
cr.garner@wyalkatchem.wa.gov.au

Shire of Wyalkatchem

Councillor Contacts

Cr Steve Gamble
0427 815 031
cr.gamble@wyalkatchem.wa.gov.au

Cr Mischa Stratford
0438 464 421
cr.stratford@wyalkatchem.wa.gov.au

Cr Emma Holdsworth
0429 015 062
cr.eholdsworth@wyalkatchem.wa.gov.au

RAIN RECORD

Rain recorded 27 February -14 March 2023 2.4mm
27.1mm for 2023 to date 

Cr Christy Petchell
0404 121 979
cr.petchell@wyalkatchem.wa.gov.au

Cr Christopher Loton
0451 392 928
cr.loton@wyalkatchem.wa.gov.au


